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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2, 7-9 14, 15 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by USPN 3,106,398 to Gowdey. Gowdey discloses a police baton (10) having end caps, the 
baton having a handle portion (12) defining a longitudinal axis of the police baton and adapted to 
be grasped by a user, the handle portion having a proximal end and an opposite distal end, where 
the end caps comprise; 

a unitary body (18, 19) defining a longitudinal axis and having an enlarged knob end (20, 
21); the unitary body having an opposite integral longitudinally extending generally cylindrical 
end (14, 15) defining an external surface diameter substantially the same as the handle portion of 
the police baton and adapted for attaching the caps to the baton at the proximal and distal ends of 
the police baton in substantially axial alignment therev^ith, and the unitary body further having a 
reduced diameter circumferential groove (16, 17) of generally U-shaped concave profile 
intermediate, integral and contiguous to the enlarged knob end and the cylindrical end, the 
circumferential groove having a minor transverse cross-sectional area (19) substantially less than 
the cross-sectional area of the cylindrical end of the unitary body which may receive a finger of a 
user in wrapped relation about the circumferential groove so that the finger may be captured 
between the enlarged knob end and the cylindrical end, further the end caps have a longitudinal 
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length such that another finger can grip the proximal end of the handle portion of the police 
baton such that the poUce baton can be held firmly adjacent the proximal end with the end caps 
creating an increased leveraged moment arm fulcrum at the circumferential groove. 
As to claims 2 and 9, the enlarge knob end is generally hemispheric in shape. 
As to claims 7 and 14, the enlarged knob end defines a modification as seen in figure 6, 
such that modified enlarged end defines an outer surface means for holding an embossed pattern. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 4 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gowdey in view of USPN 83,228 to Wame. Gowdey discloses that eh enlarged knob end are 
generally hemispheric in shape having an exposed end surface in the form of a sharp point and 
not a flattened surface as claimed. Gowdey teaches a policeman's extendable baton having a 
unitary handle body (D) defining an enlarged knob end (f ) and an intermediate U-shaped 
concave profile (f) adjacent the enlarged knob end. Below the intermediate U-shaped concave 
profile is a distal cylindrical end (b') having an outer diameter substantially the same as the shaft 
section (A) of the extendable baton. As seen in figure 3, the enlarged knob end is hemispherical 
in shape and defines a flattened exposed end surface at (e'). The end surface affords a dual 
purpose of connection of the handle body to the telescoping baton section and an ornamental 
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shaped knob end having a flattened outer surface that is easily held by a user without damage to 
the user or other police equipment during movement or retained positions. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of applicant's invention to modify the at least one end cap of the police baton of Gowdey to 
incorporate the handle body of the extendable baton of Wame to provide an enhanced police 
weapon having an manipulating end that is easily held by a user without damage to the user or 
other police equipment during movement or retained positions. 

Claims 5, 6, 12, 13, 16, 18, 19, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gowdey in view of USPN 5,919,093 to Parsons. Gowdey discloses all of the 
limitations of the above claims except, Gowdey does not specifically disclose that the unitary 
body has a first end or a cylindrical end oppoisite the enlarged knob end that is releasably 
engaged with a peripheral thread on a proximal end of the handle portion of the baton as set forth 
in claim 18 or a first end including means for releasably securing to the proximal end of the 
baton by threaded connection as set forth in claims 20 and 21. Parsons teaches an end cap (23) 
releasably connectable to an expandable baton (10) defining a longitudinal axis having opposing 
ends (14, 16). One end or the proximal end of the expandable baton includes external threads 
(21), which releasably coincide with internal threads (Fig, 3) of the end cap. The releasable 
threaded expandable baton allows for various end caps to be interchanged with the baton 
affording various tactile grip ends and/or baton covers having a range of different dimensions 
and material construction. 
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Thus, a user may interchange the end caps depending upon the desired appHcation of the baton 
affording an easily assembled and disassembled baton with little effort as well as affording a 
cover that is prevented from coming loose during multiple operation positions of the baton. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify the police baton of Gowdey to incorporate the releasble end caps 
as taught by Parsons to provide an enhanced police baton providing interchangeable ends 
affording various tactile grip end sections and securement means for other working parts of the 
baton which are prevented from looseness and consequently avoiding damage during multiple 
operating positions of the baton. 



Response to Applicant's Arguments 

In response to applicant's necessity to amend the claims and applicant's remarks on 
pages 8-12, including an affidavit of applicant's invention submitted on October 10, 2006, 
#3,106,398 to Gowdey has been applied to more clearly point out the structure of an end cap. 
Gowdey and Gowdey in view of newly discovered reference #83,228 to Wame has been applied 
in combination in this Action and Gowdey in view of Parsons have been combined to disclose or 
suggest obvious variants of design of the end cap claimed as set forth in this Action. The 
previous prior art rejection in view of Hustad and Ashihara is respectfully withdrawn and 
replaced by the rejection over the newly applied references stated above. Accordingly, claims 
are found to be unpatentable over Gowdey. Claims are found to be unpatentable over Gowdey in 
view of Wame and claims are found to be unpatentable over Gowdey in view of Parsons. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated firom the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi*om the 
examiner should be directed to Andre' L. Jackson whose telephone number is (571) 272-7067. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. (10 am - 6:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Andre L. Jackson 
Patent Examiner 
AU 3677 
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